
 
 
 

 

It’s starting to get warmer and you are ready for that hike or romp in the park with your dog. 
Whether your dog goes mud-puddling or just needs a bath, Fido’s has the answer! We have all 
the equipment for you to come in and give your dog a bath. And, 
during the month of April, we are offering a package deal! 
Purchase 3 dog washes for a total of $45 ($15 each) and get 
one free—a 25% savings. There is no expiration on these washes 
and you can buy as many packages as you want.    

 

And we heard you about the hourly daycare special. It was so 
popular that we’ve decided to make it permanent! So bring your 
dog by for an hour or two--a bargain at $6 per hour per dog 
(20% off for the second dog).   

Learn more at our website at 
www.fidosindoordogpark.com 
 

You can also follow us on Twitter or Facebook! 
Open every day from 7am to 9pm. 
4949 SE 25th Avenue, Portland, OR 
Phone: 503 477 9379 
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The Fido’s Doggie Dash team is all ready for the May 14 event supporting the Oregon Humane 
Society! Have you signed up yet? We’d love it if you’d come walk/run with us. You can also 
become one of our sponsors with an OHS tax-deductible donation on the Doggie Dash website. 
Our goal is to raise $1,000 by race time and we are 51% there. Help put us over the top!! Even 
$5 will be a great help. 

So, get your running shoes on and sign up! Copy this link into your browser: 
http://ohs.convio.net/site/TR?fr_id=1100&pg=entry; go to the “Join a Team” link and type in 
Fido’s. If you can’t join us for the walk, please sponsor us! Go to the “Sponsor a Friend” link. 
All information about the Dash can be found on this site. 

The entry fee is $25 ($30 the day of the Dash) and 100% of the proceeds go toward helping the 
animals at OHS! Fido’s will be closed for daycare and the dog park that day. Overnight boarding 
is still available! 

            Training Tip of the Month  
 

Timing of Your Training Sessions 
 
Don’t make your training lessons too long. Like humans, dogs can become bored by repetition. 
Bored students don’t learn very well. 
 
So to keep the training sessions effective, don’t make them outlast your dog’s attention span. 
Each dog is different, so you’ll need to be alert and notice when his attention starts wandering. 
 
Try for a 10-minute session and see how that goes. Shorten it if necessary. Don’t lengthen it to 
more than 15 minutes. Repeating a short session two or three times a day will be much more 
effective than having one long session each day. 



 

 

Health News 

We are beginning a timely new series about the health 
of your dog. Over the next several months we plan to 
cover ailments that can affect your dog, either at home 
or at Fido’s. Since we have had a few dogs contract a 
cough recently, our topic this month is canine influenza, 
which appears to be the root cause of this outbreak. 
 
Kennel cough and canine influenza have basically the 
same symptoms. Canine influenza is often mistaken for 
kennel cough and we understand that it can only be 
definitively determined by a blood or respiratory excretion test. Most dogs haven’t been 
vaccinated against canine influenza (a virus) and, because it’s basically a new dog illness, have 
little immunity. There is a vaccine available, but you should discuss whether you should inoculate 
your dog with your vet. Full protection after inoculation takes about 4 weeks. After a dog has 
recovered from canine influenza, there have been studies that indicate immunity appears to last 
at least 2 years. 
 
Most dogs, if infected, will have a mild version of this virus and about 20% will be asymptomatic. 
In either case, the dog is still contagious. We are doing everything we can to keep viruses of any 
type from spreading at Fido’s, but need your help. Dog owners whose dogs are coughing or 
showing other signs of respiratory disease should not participate in activities or bring their 
dogs to Fido’s where other dogs can be exposed to the virus.  
 
The CDC (Center for Disease Control) has a current, informational page about the virus: 
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/canine/. Another reputable website with information is the American 
Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA): 
http://www.avma.org/public_health/influenza/canine_bgnd.asp. 
 
Your dog is very important to us and we are concerned whenever anything occurs. If your dog 
has contracted this virus or any other communicable disease, please let us know right away and 
we will extend your monthly pass for the duration of time your dog is unable to come to Fido’s. 
We will be adding a FAQ page to our website http://fidosindoordogpark.com/ with pertinent 
answers to questions such as this.  
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Guest Newsletter Contributors Welcome 
 
Do you have any cute dog stories or articles you would like to share? 
How about helpful tips or information on events you think our dog park 
users might enjoy knowing about?  Send your information to 
annc109@yahoo.com and we will consider your information for 
publication in our next Fido’s Indoor Dog Park Newsletter. 
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Meet Fido’s Employees! 

We want you to get to know who we are, so this 
month we continue our series about the men and 
women behind the Biozyme bottle. We will be 
asking our employees to tell a little about 
themselves, their prior experiences and their 
thoughts about Fido’s. This month, our employee 
is Mary Williams, Fido’s Operations Manager. 

Mary always wanted to live the Pacific 
Northwest life-style, so she moved to Portland 
from Maine a year ago. Prior to this move, she 
completed a degree in criminology from the 
University of Southern Maine. She was quickly 
drawn to Fido’s because of her two dogs, Eva and 
Jake. This soon evolved into a new career.  

She found starting a new job with a new business was fun. The work atmosphere here at Fido’s is 
something she was drawn to and has elevated her to her current position. Mary says it’s an “on-
the-job education” in small business in a customer-powered industry. She’s always had dogs, but 
never considered working with them. Now, she is considering acquiring dog-training certification 
later this year!  

What does she like most about her job? Mary says she is excited about learning each dog’s 
personality and how the dog’s needs can be met. This is a challenge that only a dog lover can 
appreciate. She has been given the independence to make decisions and act upon them. She also 
has been instrumental in creating and enacting policy. Along with Josephine, customer ideas are 
considered and often acted upon. Mary feels that this is an exciting time to be in this industry 
and feels that she has found her niche.  



 

 

Reigning Pets NW 
If you are looking for training for your dog, consider using Reigning Pets NW. They are providing 
training right here at Fido’s, including everything from basic obedience training to beginning 
agility training. More classes are coming up, so keep checking our calendar on the “What’s 
Happening” tab on our website at http://fidosindoordogpark.com/. More information and class 
costs can be found at Reigning Pets NW (http://www.catsanddogsnorthwest.com/). 
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Fido’s has been a loyal customer of Green Pet Compost Company 
(http://www.greenpetcompostcompany.com/) since we started business last summer. You know how it 
works—you get one of those special biodegradable bags, clean up after your dog and dump it down a 
chute. But, did you know what happens to all that waste? Green Pet comes along, collects all that waste 
and turns it into usable material. You can read all about the process on their website.  

But, did you know you could also have this service at home? No more pooper-scooping; no more adding 
pet waste to our landfills—Green Pet picks it up at your home and takes it away. They’ll even come clean 
up your yard, if you want!  

 


